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(With respect to scope for search) 

The terms "phenol or an analogue thereof" and "an olefin or an analogue 
thereof" given in claims 1, 4, 7, 8, and 10 and the term "optionally 
substituted" given in claim 1 are unclear as to what structure the compound 
implies. As a result, the scope of the reaction product 
"chromancarboxylic ester" given in claims 4 and 10 is also unclear. Even 
when the statements in the description are taken into account, these 
terms are not considered to be clearly defined although examples are 
shown . Consequently, it cannot be immediately thought that the compounds 
other than the compounds specified in the description likewise generate 
the chroman compound of claim 1 or 4 . 

With respect to "formaldehyde or an analogue thereof" given in claims 
1-10, there is the statement "formaldehyde or an analogue thereof examples 
of which include paraformaldehyde or trioxane" in column [0007] of the 
description. On the other hand, in column [0011] of the description, 
there is the statement "formaldehyde or an analogue thereof means 
formaldehyde, an aqueous formaldehyde solution or a formaldehyde 
solution, or paraformaldehyde, which is capable of generating 
formaldehyde." Consequently, it is unclear as to what structures of 
compounds the "formaldehyde or an analogue thereof" includes. 

Since claim 9 is "a process for producing 

6-hydroxy-2 , 5 , 7 , 8-tetramethylchroman-2-carboxylic acid, " the starting 
compound is considered to be "1, 4 -di hydroxy- 2 , 3, 5-trimethylbenzene . " 
This is inconsistent with the statement that the starting compound is 
"1, 4 -di hydroxy- 2 , 6-dimethylbenzene . " 

Therefore, a search was made mainly for the part which is supported 
by and disclosed in the description. 
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